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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Page 1, line 19 states "an rewritable optical disk," which should be amended to 
state "a rewritable optical disk" so that it reads properly. 

Page 16, lines 18-24, the sentence "In lieu of the present invention ... from the 
optical disk of land-recording system," does not read properly. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 21 , 23, 25 and 40-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lee (US Patent Number 6847594), in view of Eguchi et al (US PG- 
Pub 2001/0050888). 

Regarding claim 21, Lee discloses: 
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A method for recording wobble information of an information recording medium 
which comprises: 

Selecting a recording system (abstract); and 

Forming a guide groove (figure 5) having wobble information (columns 5 & 6, 
lines 50-67 & 1-14) wherein the wobble starts its wobble deviation towards the inner 
side of the medium in the case where the selected recording system is a groove- 
recording system (figure 6A, the deviation of the groove is both towards the inner and 
outer side), or a guide groove having wobble information wherein the wobble starts its 
wobble deviation towards the outer side of the medium in the case where the selected 
recording system is a land-recording system (figure 6B, the deviation of the land is both 
towards the inner and outer side). 

Lee fails to specifically disclose: 

The wobble starts its FIRST deviation towards the inner side of the medium. 
Eguchi discloses: 

A method for recording wobble information of an information recording medium 
(abstract) which comprises: 

Forming a guide groove (figure 5) having wobble information (paragraph 49) 
wherein the wobble starts its first wobble deviation towards the inner side of the medium 
in the case where the selected recording system is a groove/land-recording system 
(figures 5 & 6, the deviation of the grooves are towards the inner radius at the start of 
each sector; paragraphs 49-51 ). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide for the first deviation of the wobble signal to 
deviate towards the inner radius, as taught by Eguchi, because this will allow the optical 
system to distinguish between a groove track and a land track, immediately upon 
reading the address. 

Regarding claims 23 and 25, Lee and Eguchi disclose apparatus limitations of 
claims 23 and 25 that are similar to or inherent from the method limitations of claim 21, 
as stated in the 103 rejection above, therefore, claims 23 and 25 are met on the same 
basis. 

Regarding claims 40-43, Lee and Eguchi disclose the features of base claims 23 
and 25, as stated in the 103 rejection above, and further discloses: 

Which records/reproduces information on groove/land portions when a tracking 
polarity is set for the groove/land recording system and wobble information is detected 
(abstract). 

5. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lee and Eguchi et al, as applied to claim 21 above, and further in view of Maeda et al 
(US PG-Pub 2002/0067666). 

Regarding claim 22, Lee and Eguchi disclose the features of base claim 21, as 
stated in the 103 rejection above, and further disclose the features of claim 22 that are 
in common with those previously disclosed in claim 21, as stated in the 103 rejection 
above, but fail to specifically disclose: 
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Wherein the information recording medium has a plurality of recording layers, 
and the guide groove having wobble information is formed for each recording layer 
based on the selected recording system. 

Maeda discloses: 

An optical disc recording system (figure 2); 

Wherein the information recording medium has a plurality of recording layers 
(figure 1), and the guide groove having wobble information is formed for each recording 
layer based on the selected recording system (paragraph 20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide for the disc of the optical system of Lee to have 
multiple layers, the layers comprising a variety of land or groove recording layers, as 
taught by Maeda, because this is well known to help to reduce interference between 
recording of the subsequent layers. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to MATTHEW G. KAYRISH whose telephone number 
is (571 )272-4220. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 5pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrea Wellington can be reached on 571-272-4483. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . 

Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Matthew G. Kayrish /Matthew G. Kayrish/ 4/21/2008 
/M. G. K.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2627 

/Brian E. Miller/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



